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ST. FRANCIS AND PRISON MINISTRY
“I was in Prison and you visited me…”  Matthew 25:36

Eucharistic Visitor  

St. Francis parishioners David Miner and Jeannine Peters regularly serve as Eucharistic Visitors at Liberty Correctional Institution and Franklin Correctional Institution.   Eucharistic Visitors are specially trained and licensed by the Diocese for a period of three years, and serve under the direction of their parish’s priest.  The ministry involves taking communion (the Eucharist) to God’s people who cannot be present at regular services. 
David and Jeannine conduct services at Liberty CI on the first and third Mondays of the month.  They have a steady congregation of three inmates who are very faithful to attend unless something interferes with their schedule, such as a medical or legal appointment.  

At Franklin CI, the service takes place in the evening.  Attendance here is less predictable and may vary from 8 to 34.  About one third in attendance are Episcopalians and the rest come from many different backgrounds -- from African Methodist Episcopal to Pentecostal to Baptist.
The Eucharist service format used in the prisons was developed by the Diocese.  Wine is not allowed inside the prisons, so the Eucharistic Visitors bring in “intincted” consecrated hosts, or consecrated hosts (bread or wafers) that have previously been dipped into consecrated wine (“intincted”) and set out to dry.  
Volunteer Chaplain

On Tuesdays, David Miner is also a volunteer chaplain at Suwannee CI in Live Oak, spending the mornings in the main unit and the afternoons in the Work Camp.  Shortly he will begin making visits to the inmates in confinement.  The confinement area is a "jail" within the prison where the inmates are placed for disobeying the rules.

