St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church

Acolyte Training


Words and Terms Every Acolyte Should Know

Acolyte:  Follower, or one who helps; a server.  An acolyte helps the priest perform various tasks in the worship service, to make the flow and transition of liturgy appear seamless.

Advent Wreath:  Has five candles, which are lit during the Advent season.  Each Sunday during Advent, all candles for the previous Sundays are lit plus the additional one for that day.

· Violet (1st Sunday)

· Violet (2nd Sunday)

· Rose (3rd Sunday)

· Violet (4th Sunday)

· White (Christ candle, lit first Eucharist of Christmas, usually on Christmas Eve)    

Alb:  A white robe that may be worn by acolytes.  Usually has a collar or hood and is worn with a cincture (a rope-like belt) around the waist. 

Alms (acolyte):  Torch Bearer that processes on the left or Gospel side with the ‘Candles’ acolyte; participates in Gospel procession; gives the alms (offering) basins to the ushers; receives the collection from the ushers and gives to celebrant; closes altar rail before communion and opens it afterward. 

Altar:  The Eucharistic table and the center, or focal point, of worship.  Because Holy Communion is celebrated there, it recalls the sacrifice of God’s Son.  When you face the altar, the left side is called the Gospel side.  The right side is called the Epistle side.  In the early church, the gospel was read from the left side of the altar and the epistle from the right side.  The altar commands special respect.

Aumbry:  A cupboard-like box where the reserved Sacrament and oils for healing and unction are kept.  An aumbry is usually located in the wall adjacent to the altar.  If the aumbry is literally encased in or attached onto the high altar, it is called a Tabernacle.

Candle lighter / Extinguisher (aka Taper):  A long pole with a two-pronged end.  One side is a tube into which is inserted a taper; a knob is used to raise or lower the taper for lighting of candles.  The other side is a bell-shaped snuffer used to extinguish the candles.

Candles (acolyte):  Torchbearer that processes on the right or Epistle side with the ‘Alms’ acolyte; participates in Gospel procession; receives the unconsecrated host and wine from the usher and gives it to the celebrant.

Chalice:  The silver or gold cup used for the sacramental wine at Holy Communion.

Chalice Bearer(s):  Process into the church following the Torch Bearers; lead the Psalm, lead the Prayers of the People, and administer the consecrated wine to the congregants.

Chancel:  The area of the church between the nave and the sanctuary, or between the front row of pews and the altar.  

Chrism:  Oil consecrated by a bishop for use at Baptism, Confirmation and Ordination.

Chrismation:  The anointing of a person with chrism at Baptism.

Christ Candle:  The fifth candle of the Advent wreath, lit on Christmas Eve.  It stands in the center of the other four candles, reminding us that Christ is the center of Christmas and of our lives.

Church Year:  The 12-month cycle of Christian celebration and commemoration.  The first season is Advent, which prepares us spiritually for Christmas, when we celebrate Jesus’ birth. Christmastide is celebrated for 12 days.  Epiphany follows on January 6, which commemorates the visit by the three Wise Men to the Christ Child.  The Epiphany season includes Jesus’ baptism and the beginning of his ministry.  The 40 days of Lent follows Epiphany, beginning with Ash Wednesday, and recalls Jesus’ suffering for us.  It is a time of penitence and to think about baptism and rebirth in preparation for Easter – the seven-week festival which starts on the Sunday of the Resurrection of our Lord, Easter Day.  The Day of Pentecost and the Season after Pentecost are celebrations of the Holy Spirit active in the life of the church.

Ciborium:  Chalice-like in appearance, with a lid, used as a vessel for the Consecrated Hosts.

Cincture:  A rope worn with the alb, tied with slipknot at the right side of the waist and allowed to hang down the right side.  The ends of the rope may have either knots or tassels.
Credence Table:  Used for the vessels containing the bread (host box), cruets of wine and water for Holy Communion; also may hold ciborium, additional chalices, the lavabo bowl and towel, purificators and other items; may also contain alms basins.

Crosier:  The bishop’s staff representing a shepherd’s crook.

Crucifer:  The person who carries the cross, leading the procession into and out of the church; assists the priest in preparing the table for the Eucharist.

Eucharist:  Greek word meaning “thanksgiving.”  It is another word for Holy Communion, Mass or the Lord’s Supper.

Flagon:  A large cruet for wine or water.  May be used as a pitcher of water the priest uses to fill the Baptismal font.  An uncovered flagon, or pitcher, is known as an ewer.

Font:  The place of baptism; contains the bowl or basin where water is poured, blessed, and used for the sacrament of Baptism.

Gospel Procession:  Crucifer, torches (Candles and Alms), Chalice Bearer (to bring the Gospel Book), and Clergy process into the nave for the reading of the Gospel; symbolically marks the personal and very real presence of the Word-Made-Flesh, Jesus’ entry among us and our call to spread the Gospel into the world.

Gradual hymn:  Music played while the Gospel procession party assembles in the nave and returns to their places in the sanctuary.

Host Box:  The receptacle containing the unconsecrated hosts, or Eucharistic bread, for Holy Communion.

Lavabo Bowl:  Small bowl for the ritual cleansing of the celebrant’s hands before the Eucharistic Prayer.

Miter (also Mitre):  The triangular-shaped head covering worn by a Bishop.
Nave:  Section in the church proper where the congregation sits.

Paschal Candle:  The large white candle symbolizing the risen Christ.  It remains lighted from the Easter Vigil through the Day of Pentecost; also present at Baptisms and funerals.

Purificators:  White linens used to cover chalices and clean the lip of the chalice after each communicant has shared in drinking from it.

Reserved Sacrament:  The consecrated Bread and Wine reserved for administration to the sick or others who could not attend the celebration of the Eucharist.

Reverence the Altar:  The pause momentarily, bowing the head, in respect for the altar and the sacrifice our Lord made on the cross for us.

Sacraments:  The Church’s holy rites (ceremonies), which use earthly elements as outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace.  The two Gospel sacraments are Baptism and Holy Eucharist.  The outward and visible sign in Baptism is water; in the Eucharist the signs are bread and wine.  The inward and spiritual grace of Holy Communion is Christ’s Body and Blood.  The other five Sacramental Rites of the Church are Confirmation, Ordination, Holy Matrimony, Confession and Unction of the sick (healing).

Sacristy:  The room where altar hangings, Eucharistic vessels, and many other items used in worship are stored.  Acolytes should be familiar with the sacristy and where items are located in case they are needed quickly in the middle of a Church liturgy. 

Sanctuary:  The area, and only the area, immediately around the altar; usually enclosed by an altar or communion rail.  The entire church space is not the sanctuary. 

Taper:  Long wax wick in the candle lighter/extinguisher, used to light the candles.

Thurifer:  The acolyte carrying incense; if incense is used, the thurifer leads the procession.

Torch Bearers (Torches):  Follow the crucifer in the procession.  The ‘torch’ is an ancient name given to carrying what today are candles on poles.  Always function in pairs, which we call ‘Candles’ and ‘Alms’.

Vesting room:  Room designated for the acolytes to robe and disrobe.

Vestments:  Distinctive robes and clothing worn by clergy and participants in worship services.
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